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The Albion Plan Commission held a meeting on Wednesday March 4, 2009 in 
the town council room at 211 E Park Drive.  Present were members Max Weber, 
Chris Magnuson, Mark Hunter, Casey Myers, Larry Ellet, Charles Elser, and 
Scott Applegate.  Absent were members Joan Robinson and Fred Rawles.  Beth 
Shellman was also present.   
 
After determining there was a quorum present, President Weber called the 
meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.   It was noted that the meetings were scheduled to 
begin at 6 p.m. from now on.  This meeting time is consistent with all other 
governing bodies who meet to conduct town business and is less confusing to 
the public and those who serve on multiple boards.  A motion was made and 
seconded (Chris, Scott) to approve minutes from the August 6, 2008 regular 
meeting.  Voice vote determined the motion carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   REVIEW ZONING ORDINANCE SIGN REGULATIONS AND 
SETBACKS.  At an earlier meeting, the Plan Commission asked Beth to research 
the Electronic Message Center sign regulations similar to the sign at Doc’s 
Hardware.  She contacted INDOT and has been waiting for information from 
them.  Just today, she received a copy of House Bill 1373 enacted in 2007 which 
defines a “Changeable Message Sign”.  Beth presented members with a copy of 
this legislation and a copy of the Allen County/Ft. Wayne Zoning Ordinance 
definition of “Changeable Copy Sign”.  The message center type signs are 
included in both definitions.  The main difference between the restricted “flashing, 
blinking, animated, rotating” and the “changeable message” signs is the speed of 
how fast the display blinks and scrolls.  If the sign blinks at intervals of less than 
6 seconds, it is a prohibited “flashing, blinking, etc.” sign.  A scrolling sign may 
not be in motion longer than 10 seconds with minimum of 3 seconds between 
messages, to be defined as a “changeable message” rather than “blinking” sign. 
 
The Changeable Copy signs were defined and permitted by INDOT mainly to 
authorize Amber Alerts to be displayed on billboards across the state.   
  
With no changes to our Zoning Ordinance, all signs which are changeable, 
blinking, etc., will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis through a Variance with 
the BZA.  Due to the cost of these type signs, it was anticipated by the members 
that there will be very few requests to install this type of sign.  Beth suggested 
that unless the town began seeing and approving a lot of Variance requests, 
there may not be any need to amend the Zoning Ordinance.   
 
One area where the town has seen a lot of Variance activity is for sign setback 
regulations in CB Districts.  The building setback for CB is 0 feet from all property 
lines.  Sign setbacks vary between 2 and 60 feet from the lot line, depending on 
the size of the sign.  After some discussion, a motion was made and seconded 
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(Scott, Larry) to review all of the information presented and talk about it at a 
future meeting.  A voice vote determined the motion carried unanimously.      
 
 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2009 – A motion was made and seconded 
(Casey, Chris) to re-elect Max as President.  A motion was made a seconded 
(Casey, Scott) to re-elect Chris as Vice President.  A motion was made and 
seconded (Max, Larry) to elect Mark as Secretary.  A motion was made and 
seconded (Scott, Chris) to re-elect Larry as the 2-mile representative to the BZA.  
A motion was made and seconded (Chris, Scott) to close nominations and to 
vote on all motions.  All motions carried by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
The Oath of Office was administered to Larry Ellet.  (on file with town hall 
records) 
 
If no further business comes before the Commission, they will meet on May 6, 
2009 to discuss sign regulations.  Members suggested meeting every 3 to 4 
months for training purposes in the event there is no pending business that 
requires a meeting earlier.  
 
A motion was made and seconded (Scott, Chris) to adjourn.  Motion carried by a 
unanimous voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________      _______________________________   
Max Weber,                    President               Mark Hunter,                 Secretary    
 
       
 
 


